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QUARTERLY MEETING, Januaky, 1795. 

At a meeting of the Historical Society, on Tuesday, 
the twenty-seventh day of January, 1795, — 

Voted, That the vote passed at the last meeting respecting the letter 
to Sir William Jones be so far reconsidered as that the President of 
this Society write the said letter. 

Voted, That the President, the Corresponding and Recording Sec- 
retaries be a committee to determine what books shall be sent to Sir 
"William Jones. 

Mr. Winthrop reported the device of a seal for the 

use of the Society. 

Voted, That the subject be referred to the next meeting of the 
Society ; and that, in the mean time, each member turn his attention 
to it.* 

The Committee appointed at the last meeting to con- 
tract for the printing business the present year, reported 
that they had made a contract with Mr. Samuel Hall to 
print four hundred and fifty copies at five pence a 
sheet and a half, for three months, at the sole risk and 
expense of the Society. 

Voted, That this report be accepted. 

Voted, That the same Committee be authorized to contract for 
printing the Collections for the three months succeeding the term of 
the present contract. 

Voted, That the Collections, till further order, be published only 
once a quarter, and that the subscribers be informed of it by proper 
advertisements in the newspapers.f 

* The subject of Mr. Winthrop's report seems not to have been acted upon 
at the next meeting, and it is not stated what his device was. See p. 484. — Eds. 

t Vols. IV. and V. of the Collections, for 1795 and 1796, were issued in 
quarterly parts or numbers. The first three volumes, up to this time, had been 
issued in monthly parts, if we except the first two hundred and eight pages of 
the first volume, which came out in the " Apollo," a weekly publication, — from 
four to eight pages having been stitched into each number. — Eds. 
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Voted, That a thousand copies of the Circular Letter of the Society 
be reprinted ; and that Messrs. Freeman, Minot, and Eliot be a com- 
mittee to contract with Mr. Joseph Belknap for that purpose. 

Voted, That the President, the Treasurer, and the Librarian be a 
committee to petition the General Court, during the present session, if 
they shall think it expedient, for a grant of wild lands. 

Voted, That this Committee apply to the General Court for the 
exclusive power of compiling a map, for the benefit of the Society, 
from the returns which may be made of plans of towns in this State, 
ordered by the Legislature. 

Voted, That during the present session of the General Court the 
room of the Society will be opened on Saturday, for the admission of 
those members who may be disposed to visit it, from ten o'clock a.m. 
to five o'clock p.m., and that the President of the Society communicate 
this vote to the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives. 

Johk Coakley Lettsom, M.D., and Sir William 
Jones were chosen Corresponding Members. 
The following donations were received : — 

For the Collections : — 

A Description of Marlborough, by Eev. Asa Packard.* 

An Account of the Oneida and other Indians in their vicinity, by Rev. John 

T. Kirkland* 
A Bill of Mortality for Edgartown, 1794, by Rev. Joseph Thaxter. 
A Bill of Mortality for Rochester, from 1776 to 1794, by Rev. Joseph 

Haven. 
Observations on the Weather of the year 1794, by Fbenezer Byles, Esq. 
An Account and Drawings of Indian Utensils, found in opening a grave at 

Cincinnati, near Fort Washington, by Winthrop Sargent, Esq. 
For the Library : — 

Williams's Observations on the Discovery of America by Prince Madoc, 

from Christopher Gore, Esq. 
An interleaved Almanack of the year 1679, with MS. notes by Rev. Thomas 

Shepard, of Charlestown, from Mr. Isaac Davis. 
A volume of Sermons, from the author, Rev. Dr. Fiske. 
Fox's Acts and Monuments, from Mr. Moses Black. 
Mr. Eliot's Thanksgiving Sermon, 1794, from Deacon John Simkins. 
Account of the Persecutions of the Protestants in France under Louis 

XIV., from Mr. Charles Anger, of Bridgewater. 
A number of Newspapers, two Maps, and a Trunk containing a useful col- 
lection of Books and Pamphlets, from Mr. John Dolbeare., 

* Published in Vol. IV. of the Collections. — Eds. 
6 



82 



MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [April, 



The Independent Chronicle, for 1794, from Messrs. Adams and Larkin. 

The Columbian Centinel, for 1794, from Captain Benjamin Russell. 

The Boston Gazette, for 1794, from Mr. Benjamin Edes. 

The Gazette of the United States, for 1794, from Mr. John Fenno. 

A Plan of that part of London called Ratcliffe, describing the great fire of 

July last, from Mr. John W. Folsom. 
For the Cabinet : — 

Specimens of Petrifactions found at Brookline, from John Lucas, Esq. 
An Indian Bow and Arrow, and a Basket, of curious workmanship, from 

Mr. John Dolbeare. 
The Horns of a large Buck, and those of a small Buck, from Mr. Timothy 

Green. 
Four young Sharks. 
The first Ball fired at Lexington on the 19th of April, 1775, from Mr. John 

Soren. 
An elegant Mezzotinto Print of Dr. Franklin, handsomely framed and 

glazed, from Mr. Thomas K. Jones. 



ANNUAL MEETING, April, 1795. 

At a meeting of the Historical Society, on Tuesday, 
the twenty-eighth day of April, 1795, * — 

The members proceeded to the annual election of 
officers : — 



JAMES SULLIVAN was chosen 

WILLIAM TUDOR 

JEREMY BELKNAP 

JAMES FREEMAN „ 

JOHN ELIOT „ 

SAMUEL TURELL 

JAMES WINTHROP ) 

PETER THACHER [-were chosen 

REDFORD WEBSTER) 



President. 

Treasurer. 

Corresponding Secretary. 

Recording Secretary. 

Librarian. 

Cabinet-Keeper. 

Standing Committee. 



» The elegant round hand of Mr. Wallcut, the former Secretary, seems to 
have been employed in making the greater part of the record of this meeting, 
as well as that of July 30 and August 17. — Eds. 
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Voted, That Dr. Belknap be requested to take a journey to Lebanon 
for the purpose of inspecting the papers of the late Governor Trum- 
bull, and that the Society engage to bear one half the expense of the 
journey. 

Judge Minot and Dr. Webster were chosen a com- 
mittee to audit the Treasurer's accounts. 

Voted, That Messrs. Eliot, Freeman, and Minot contract with Mr. 
Samuel Hall to print the Collections of the Society for the remainder 
of the year upon such terms as they can agree. 

Donations, for the Collections : — 

A number of valuable Manuscripts, from Mr. John Dolbeare. 

The Committee appointed at the last meeting to de- 
termine what books should be sent to Sir William Jones, 
reported that they had sent the following books : — 

Belknap's History of New Hampshire. Three volumes. 

Belknap's Century Sermon. 

Morse's Geography. 

Williams's History of Vermont. 

Collections of the Historical Society. Three volumes. 

Minot's History of the Insurrection in Massachusetts. 

Smith's History of New York. 

Belknap's American Biography. Vol. I. 

Winthrop's Journal. 

Wood's New England Prospect.* 

The following donations were received at this meet- 
ing:— 

For the Library : — 

From Mr. Thomas Hall, a Sermon by Mr. Alden, at Yarmouth, and a Ser- 
mon by Mr. Mellen, of Barnstable. 

From James Winthrop, Esq., A Systematic Arrangement of the several 
Scripture Prophecies relating to Antichrist. Two copies. 

From Dr. Thacher, A Letter from some Aged Nonconforming Ministers to 
their Christian Friends, touching the reasons of their practice. 1701. 

From Dr. Belknap, six copies of his Century Sermon. 

* This edition of Wood was probably that published by T. & J. Fleet, in 
Boston, in 1764. See Proceedings for November, 1862, for notice of this edition. 
— Eds. 
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For the Cabinet : — 

From Mr. Samuel Welles Hunt, part of a Ship which sailed from Boston 

to the East Indies. 
From Mr. William Coolidge, specimens of Sulphureous Pyrites. 
From Mr. John Furnass, an impression on leather of the Seal of Dartmouth 

College, and a Reindeer's Horn. 
From Mr. Samuel Turell, Stalk of Carob Locust, from Surinam. 
From Mr. John Tilden, Jr., a Bean Pod, from Surinam. 
From Mrs. Hancock, a Fungus and a piece of Petrified Clay. 
From Mr. Elisha Sigourney, a Fur Seal, from Falkland Islands. 



QUARTERLY MEETING. 

At a meeting of the Historical Society, July 30, 
1795,— 

A report of the Standing Committee was read, stat- 
ing that they had examined the Library, &c., viz. : — 

The Standing Committee of the Historical Society beg 
leave to report, that they have examined the state of the 
Library and Museum, and found it as good as usual. Addi- 
tions have been made to both since the last meeting, an 
account of which the Secretary will lay before you. They 
are sorry to say that the finances of the Society appear to be 
in a disordered state, and they recommend to the Society to 
appoint a special committee, who may examine into their 
state, and report to the Society what sums are due from the 
members on assessment, and what methods it may be proper 
for the Society to take to relieve themselves from their present 
embarrassment. 

All which is submitted. 

By order, Peter Thacher. 

July 28, 1795. 

Messrs. Minot, Webster, and Eliot were appointed 
a committee to settle the Treasurer's accounts ; and, 
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with him, to report the state of the debts due to and 
from the Society, at the adjournment. 

Dr. Belknap informed the Society that he had been 
to Lebanon, in Connecticut, and examined the books and 
papers of the late Governor Trumbull, a general list of 
which he read, adding that they would be sent forward 
by the packet in August. He also exhibited his account 
of expenses, amounting to seventeen dollars and nine- 
teen cents, one half of which is to be paid by the 
Society.* 

The following gentlemen were then nominated to be 
Corresponding Members : Phineas Miller, of Savannah, 
in Georgia, by Dr. Belknap ; Dr. Hugh Williamson, of 
Edenton, North Carolina, by Judge Sullivan ; Rev. 

* The following entries occur in Dr. Belknap's interleaved Almanac for 
1795: — 

" July 7. I set out in the mail-stage for Providence, Norwich, and Lebanon, 
to visit the family of the late Governor Trumbull, and select papers for the His- 
torical Society. 

" 9th. Got to Lebanon. Staid there till 13th ; then set out for home ; and 
arrived safe, 15th, at five o'clock p.m. 

" Dec. 12. Arrived at my house the chests and boxes of papers from Gover- 
nor Trumbull's, at Lebanon. They were sent from Norwich, carted across Cape 
Cod, and thence brought up to Boston in a vessel from Barnstable." 

These papers are in the Library of the Society, arranged in volumes, and 
lettered " Trumbull." 

Among the papers procured at this time was a volume of letters of William 
Samuel Johnson, LL.D., written to Governors Pitkin and Trumbull, of Connect- 
icut, during his residence in England. Dr. Belknap found the letters so full of 
interest, in an historical point of view, that he wished to print them in the His- 
torical Society's Collections ; and he wrote to Dr. Johnson, then President of 
Columbia College, New York, asking his consent to do so, which was declined 
by the writer with some feeling. He felt that their publication would be an un- 
warrantable use of a private correspondence, and might do him great injustice. 
Perhaps he feared that, in a great mass of private letters, some expressions 
might be found that would be misinterpreted if brought before the public eye. 
Dr. Belknap thought that the letters reflected only credit on their author ; yet 
he did not propose to print them without his consent, and they were not printed. 
A Life of Johnson has recently been published by our Corresponding Member, 
the Rev. E. E. Beardsley, D.D.— Eds. 
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David McClure, of East Windsor, Connecticut, by Dr. 
Thacher ; James Clarke, Esq., of Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
by Judge Minot ; Mr. St. George Tucker, of Williams- 
burgh, Virginia, by Dr. Dexter; Mr. Gardiner Baker, 
of New York, by Mr. Freeman. 

Messrs. Belknap, Eliot, Minot, and Freeman were 
appointed a committee to investigate and report meas- 
ures to increase the means of the Society to publish 
their Collections. 

The following donations were received at this meet- 
ing:— 

Laws of Virginia, from Shubael Bell. 

The Assembly's Catechism, in the Moheakunnuk language, from Dr. Thacher. 
A Map of England, Map of Jamaica, and View of Yale College. From Mr. 
Pemberton. 

Adjourned to Monday, 17th August, at eleven o'clock 
in the morning. 



ADJOURNED MEETING. 

At a meeting of the Historical Society, 17th August, 
1795,— 

The Committee appointed to examine the Treasurer's 
accounts report a state of debts due to and from the 
Society, viz. : * — 

The following gentlemen being nominated at the last 
meeting, were now balloted for, and it appeared that 
Phineas Miller, of Savannah, Georgia; Hugh Wil- 
liamson, of Edenton, North Carolina ; David McClure, 
of East Windsor, Connecticut; James Clarke, Esq. 

* A blank was here left by the Secretary, and it was never filled up. — Eds. 
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(Sheriff), of Halifax, in the Province of Nova Scotia ; 
St. George Tuckee, of Williamsburgh, Virginia ; and 
Gardiner Baker, of New York, were severally elected 
Corresponding Members. 

Voted, That a letter to the Rev. Jedediah Morse, presented to the 
Society by St. George Tucker, be sent to Mr. Ebeling, of Hamburgh, 
and that Dr. Belknap request Mr. Professor Tucker to send another 
copy to the Society. 

The following donations were received at this meet- 
ing:— 

For the Collections : — 

An Account of the Church at Plymouth, written by the late John Cotton, 

Esq. From Captain William Davis. # 
For the Library : — 

Pelham's Maps of Ireland, from Miss Mercy Scollay. 

Evening Post, for 1776, from Mr. William Lee. 

A volume containing sixteen Thanksgiving Sermons in 1795, from Mr. 

Samuel Hall. 
Dr. Deane's Thanksgiving Sermon in 1795, from Samuel Freeman, Esq. 
Mr. Kirkland's Artillery Election Sermon, 1795. From the author. 
Laws of South Carolina in 1794, from the Assembly of South Carolina. 
Sir Thomas More's Utopia, from Rev. Thomas Prentiss. 
A file of Manuscript Papers on various subjects, by the late Edmund 

Quincy, Esq. From William Donnison, Esq. 
Academical Exercises in the College of New York, from Dr. R. Mitchel. 
A Pamphlet relative to Williamsburgh, Virginia, from St. George Tucker, 

Esq. 
The second volume of American Geography, in German ; Maps of Ger- 
many, Flanders, and Holland (eighteen sheets), and a Plan of the City 

of Hamburgh. From Professor Ebeling. 
Columbian Grammar, from the author, Mr. Benjamin Dearborn. 
Four Manuscripts and a parcel of ancient New England Almanacs, from 

Mr. Ezekiel Russell. 
For the Cabinet : — 

A French Assignat, from Captain William Davis. 

Several Indian Tools and Ornaments, from Mr. Samuel Davis. 

An Indian Stone Axe and Pestle, found at Newtown, from Mr. William 

Hoogs. 

* This account of the Church at Plymouth was printed in Vol. IV. of the 
Collections. It had already been published, in 1760, in Boston, as an appendix 
to the sermon of Philemon Robbins, preached at the ordination of his son, at 
Plymouth, in that year. — Eds. 
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An Indian Stone Image, found at Plymouth ; the Sword of John Carver, 
first Governor of Plymouth ; and the Tail of a Thresher, taken on Nan- 
tucket Shoals. From Mr. Iehabod Shaw.* 

A curious Indian Pipe and a Hessian Pipe, from David Trumbull, Esq. 

Several Serpents, in spirits, from Guiana, and an Indian Instrument of 
Conjuration. From Captain Benjamin Wheelwright. 

Two Stone Gouges and a Paring Knife of stone, found near Amoskeag 
Falls, in New Hampshire. From Samuel Blodget, Esq., and Samuel P. 
Kidder. 

The Rhinoceros Beetle, from Santa Cruz, from Mr. Thomas Hill. 

Three views of the ship " Columbia," in different positions, on the north- 
west coast of America, from Mr. Joseph Russell, town treasurer. 



QUARTERLY MEETING. 

At a meeting of the Massachusetts Historical Society, 
Oct. 27, 1795,— 

The following donations were received : — 

For the Library : — 

A volume of the Centinel, from Mr. Eben. Larkin. 

A file of the New Hampshire Spy, from Mr. Thomas Hall. 

* The following letter from Iehabod Shaw to Dr. Belknap, accompanying 
the sword of Governor Carver, and dated " Plymouth, August 21, 1795," is on 
file. Some clerical errors in the letter have been corrected : — 

"Sir, — Permit me to send you a line, which will accompany the sword of 
Governor Carver, which I humbly present to the Historical Society. I have 
put the sword much in the same order that it was twenty years [since], when it 
first came into my hands, excepting some visible marks on the hilt which it suf- 
fered by being burned, the- circumstance of which I have heretofore informed 
you. . . . Also inform you I have endeavored to collect what ancient articles 
for the Society that my poor judgment might think acceptable, and have found 
more than I expected in so short time's searching. Shall at this time note a 
few of them : The sword of Captain Miles Standish, the gun that killed King 
Philip, the gun that killed an Indian one mile distant, — and shall continue to 
make diligent inquiry after more. Some of the articles will be presented in a 
short time by the particular persons who hold them, mostly descendants of the 
first settlers of Plymouth. I gratefully accept your kind invitation to view your 
collection. Shall take the pleasure, if possible, to wait on you some time in the 
fall of this year. Am, with the greatest respect, your very humble servant, 

"Ichabod Shaw." 
Eds. 
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Five volumes, bound, of the Boston Gazette ; Letters to the Earl of Hills- 
borough from Bernard, Gage, &c. ; and An Account of the Constitution 
and Government of Harvard College. From Mr. William Davis. 

A Blank Book for the Journals, from Mr. William AUine. 

Mr. Fiske's Thanksgiving Sermon, 19 Feb., 1795, from Mr. James Cutler, 
printer. 

Bishop Overall's Convocation Book, Willet's Commentary on Daniel, and 
Elton's Art Military. From Mrs. Mary Thomson. 

Lendrum's History of the American Revolution, from the author. 

Dr. Mitchill's pamphlet on Contagion, from Mr. Gardiner Baker. 

Mr. Bradford's Sermpn at Hallowell Academy, from the author. 

Statement of the McClary Cause, from Captain Thomas Martin. 

Humphreys's Poem on Industry, from Mr. Simeon Skillin. 

A Dissertation on the Lockjaw, by Frederick May. From the author. 

Mr. West's Artillery Election Sermon, from the author. 

A Pretty Storj', by Peter Grievous, Esq. From George R. Minot, Esq. 
For the Cabinet : — 

A pair of elegant Indian Moccasins, from Canada, from Mr. Thomas Hill. 

A Cap or Helmet, ornamented with feathers, a specimen of very fine Cotton, 
an ornamental Collar, an Ornament for the Forehead, a War Club, a 
Paddle, and several Arrows, all from the Marquesas Islands; and a 
Mandarin's Tobacco Pouch, richly ornamented, from China. From 
Captain Josiah Roberts. 

Four Prints of Indian Kings, framed ; a View of the ancient Halls of Har- 
vard, Stoughton, and Massachusetts; and a View of Yale College. 
From Colonel William Scollay. 

A Print of four Bills of Paper Money, in a frame, from Mrs. Margaret 
Winslow. 

A collection of European Botanical Preparations, in twenty-two portfolios, 
each containing an hundred plants in blossom and in good preservation. 
From Mr. Thomas H. Perkins. 

Several Indian Stone Instruments, found at Duxbury, from Mr. Perez 
Bradford. 

Several Indian Stone Instruments, found at Thomastown, from Mr. Henry 
Simson, Jr. 

Several Maps of Poland and Italy, from Professor Ebeling. 

Two ancient British Coins, from Mrs. Abigail Howard. 

There being no more than five members present,* it 

was 

Voted, That this meeting be dissolved, and that the President be 
requested to call a special meeting at some convenient time in the 
month of November. 



* Five members was a quorum for only the ordinary business of the Society. 
— Eds. 
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SPECIAL MEETING. 

At a special meeting of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, on Tuesday, the twenty-fourth day of Novem- 
ber, 1795,— 

The following letters were read : — • 

From Dr. Lettsom, giving notice that he had sent a few sheets of his Traveller's 

Companion. 
From Joseph Russell, accompanying his donation of three port views of the 

ship " Columbia," on the north-west coast of America. 
From Gardiner Baker, accepting his election, and containing an account of the 

New York fever.* 
From James Clarke, accepting his election. 
From John Boies, accompanying his donation of a specimen of potato paper. t 

Voted, That Judge Minot and Dr. Webster be a committee to audit 
the Treasurer's accounts, and report a state of them at the quarterly- 
meeting in January. 

Voted, That the Publishing Committee for the year 1795 be a com- 
mittee to draw up a subscription paper for reprinting the first four 
volumes, and for printing the future numbers of the Collections ; to 
prepare an address to the public, to be published in the newspapers ; 
and to take such measures as may be necessary to accomplish these 
purposes. 

Voted, That Messrs. Thacher, Webster, Pemberton, and Wallcut be 
a committee for superintending the publications of the Society for the 
year 1796. 

* Mr. Gardiner Baker's letter was dated "Museum, New York, Sept. 28, 
1795." While acknowledging the honor done him by the Society, he speaks of 
the distressing malady then afflicting the city of New York, — the yellow fever. 
He says that the city is largely deserted, yet provisions are scarce and high ; 
"the situation really distressing." — Eds. 

t Mr. Boies's letter to the Corresponding Secretary is dated " Waltham, Oct. 
27, 1795." He says : " Permit me to present the Historical Society with a sheet 
of paper made in my paper mill of potato haum, or, as we commonly express 
it, vines, — the first attempt of the kind, I imagine, of making paper from vege- 
table substance in this Commonwealth. Its want of firmness and strength does 
not at present promise much utility ; but, perhaps, further experience from this 
or other substances not now in use may transpire." — Eds. 
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Nominations : Rev. John Thornton Kirkland, a Resi- 
dent Member, by Dr. Belknap ; Eev. Dr. Morse, a 
Resident Member, by Dr. Thacher ; Rev. John Clarke, 
a Resident Member, by Mr. Freeman. 

The following donations were received : — 

For the Collections : — 

An Extract from the Log-books and Journals of the ship " Margaret," by 
Captain James Magee. 

An Extract from the Log-books and Journals of the ship " Jefferson," by 
Captain Josiah Roberts. 

An Extract from a Private Journal on board the " Jefferson," by Mr. Ber- 
nard Magee.* 
For the Library : — 

Rev. Mr. Mellen's Thanksgiving Sermon, from Nathaniel Freeman, Jr., Esq.. 

The Beauties of Taste, from Mr. David West. 

Meteorological Observations at Halifax, 1795, from Mr. Peters. 

Eight volumes of mixed Tracts, from Mr. John Tilestone. 
For the Cabinet : — 

A Petrified Substance, from a cavern at Chester, New Hampshire, from Mr. 
Job Wheelwright, Jr. 

Model of an Indian House, with its utensils, from Guiana, from Mr. Gardi- 
ner Green. 

A specimen of Paper, made of potato tops, from Mr. John Boies. 

An Indian Pestle, with a carved head, found at Deer Island, in Merrimack 
River, from Mr. Allen Crocker. 

A Bird of Paradise, from Batavia ; a Crocodile and nondescript Quadruped, 
from Ceylon ; a Silver Pen and Case, from India ; a Gentoo Letter ; a 
bundle of Palm Leaves, showing the manner of keeping accounts in 
India ; a Bow and Arrows, from Bengal ; a Petrified Substance, from the 
island of St. Helena ; a Hooka, or Smoking Machine, of India ; a Gen- 
too Slipper; a Horned Snake, from the Asps of Bengal; a Remora, 
from the Indian Ocean ; a Firearm, from Ceylon, curiously wrought with 
gold and silver ; a Sandwich Island Cup ; two branches of Coral, from 
the Isle of France ; a piece of Vitrified Rock, from the Isle of Ascen- 
sion ; a box of Insects, from the Cape of Good Hope ; an Antelope's 
Horn ; a Crystallization, from a salt-pit in Liverpool ; a collection of 
Marine Shells, among which are the Hummer, the Bullock's Heart, and 
the Razor ; a Petrified Snake Skin ; a branch of the Cinnamon Tree ; a 
Hog Fish ; and an Indian Fan. From Mr. Thomas Hewes. 

Several Silver and Copper Coins of India, a Chinese Lady's Shoe, and a 
branch of Coral. From Captain William R. Miller. 

A Glass Ship, from Mr. John Peck. 

Two Grasshoppers, from the West Indies, from Mr. Edward Renouf. 

* These several extracts from the log-books, &c, of the ships " Margaret " 
and "Jefferson" were printed in Vol. IV. of the Collections. — Eds. 
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SPECIAL MEETING. 

At a special meeting of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, on Wednesday, the twenty-third day of Decem- 
ber, 1795, — 

The following written application from William 
Dandridge Peck was read: — 

" To the Bon. James Sullivan, Esq., President, 

and to the other Members of the Historical Society. 

" Gentlemen, — Mr. Peck congratulates the Society on 
the receipt of a collection of plants, presented to the Society 
by Mr. Thomas H. Perkins, and begs leave to represent to 
them the measures necessary to be pursued for their preser- 
vation. 

" No argument is necessary to show that the credit of the 
Society requires them to preserve these plants, or to evince 
that it will be dishonorable to suffer them to be destroyed. 

" The chief source of their destruction, provided they are 
kept dry, will be the devastation of insects. The smallest 
insect which feeds entirely on dried plants is the wood-louse, 
whose minuteness enables it to enter any repository which is 
not closed with great accuracy. 

"These insects bring certain destruction, though more 
slowly than many others, by which, however, they are fre- 
quently assisted. 

" Mr. Peck would also represent that if the plants remain 
in their present situation till the spring, destructive insects 
will get footing among them ; and, further, that from the state 
of the two cartoons which he has seen he apprehends that 
they are much out of order. 

" It will be necessary, in the first place, to have several 
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boxes constructed by a cabinet-maker, which shall be perfectly- 
tight ; and, when deposited in these, it will be necessary to 
keep them always impregnated with camphor, distributed in 
small pieces through the boxes. As the camphor evaporates, 
it must be replaced ; and Mr. Peck believes he does not ex- 
ceed the truth in calculating that two pounds of camphor per 
annum is as little as will answer the purpose. 

" He solicits the Society to lend him these plants, and en- 
gages to put them in order and in a state of preservation, in 
the manner above suggested. He will make out a correct 
catalogue, containing every plant, and forward it to the Cor- 
responding Secretary, to be placed in the Historical Chamber ; 
and if, before the plants are returned, any inquirer shall wish 
for information, or to acquire the knowledge of any individual 
in the catalogue, he will, on application by letter, forward 
such a drawing of the plant as shall enable the inquirer to 
recognize it wherever he shall find it in the field, and will be 
at the expense of the postage. He would observe that the 
professed object of the donor is public utility, and that this 
object may be in some measure attained bj T assisting Mr. 
Peck in investigating the plants of our own country. He 
confesses he is young in botanic science. An accurate atten- 
tion to these plants may give him some experience ; and it is 
in the power of the Society, of which he has the honor to be 
a member, to lend him a helping hand in detecting the vege- 
table riches of New England." 

Thereupon, 

Voted, That the plants applied for by Mr. Peck be delivered to him 
by the Corresponding Secretary, he giving a receipt for the same, for 
him to keep for the space of one year, for the purposes and on the 
terms mentioned in his application. 

Voted, That the Publishing Committee be authorized to contract for 
the printing of the Collections, quarterly, annually, or otherwise, as 
shall appear to them to be most for the interest of the Society. 
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A letter from Dr. Benjamin Smith Barton, of Phila- 
delphia, was read ; and, thereupon, 

Voted, That the Corresponding Secretary transmit to Dr. Barton a 
set of the Collections of the Society, and continue the same as they 
may be hereafter published. 

Nomination : Dr. Benjamin Smith Barton, of Phila- 
delphia, a Corresponding Member, by Mr. Peck. 



QUARTERLY MEETING, January, 1796. 

At a meeting of the Massachusetts Historical Society, 
26th January, 1796,— 

Rev. John Thornton Kirkland, Rev. Jedediah 
Morse, D.D., and Rev. John Clarke, D.D., were 
chosen Resident Members. Dr. Benjamin Smith Bar- 
ton, a Corresponding Member. 

Nomination : Rev. William Bentley, of Salem, a 
Resident Member, by Mr. Winthrop. 

Mr. Pemberton, at his request, was excused from the 
Committee of Publications for the year 1796. 



SPECIAL MEETING. 



At a special meeting of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, March 25, 1796,— 

The Committee appointed in January, 1795, to apply 



